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On October 7, 1851, four Sisters established the first Canadian foundation 
in Toronto. Mother Delphine Fontbonne and Sisters Bernard Dinan, 
Alphonsus Margerum and Martha von Bunning arrived from Philadelphia, 
which was at the time a mission of the Carondelet Congregation in St. 
Louis. They had come at the request of the Toronto Bishop, Armand 
Francois Marie de Charbonnel, to care for orphans, to teach in schools, 
and to nurture community with their neighbour. 

Their teaching apostolate expanded over the years: elementary, secondary 
& university, the arts, and adult education in many forms including faith 
development. They also started three schools of nursing.

Beginning in 1857, the congregation set up health care institutions across 
Canada. In Toronto, they established St. Michael’s Hospital (1892), St. 
Joseph’s Hospital (1921), Our Lady of Mercy (1925) and Providence 
Hospital (1962). House of Providence opened in 1857 as a house of 
charity and is known today as Providence Healthcare.

Through the years, the congregation established missions near and 
far, first in the provinces of Ontario, British Columbia, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Quebec, and Alberta and then in 1968, the congregation 
opened a mission in Guatemala. Sisters have also served in Nicaragua, 
Honduras and Haiti.

The Sisters’ anniversary theme, Celebrating our Oneness with God, 
Creation and Neighbour, highlights ministries past and present. In 
prayer, presence and solidarity, and with partners, the Sisters advocate 
and take action to address social injustices, raise awareness for better 
environmental protection and safe drinking water, and advocate for a 
more equitable world. 

Historical Sketch



The Sisters of St. Joseph arrived in Toronto 
170 years ago. As an order of Catholic women 
religious, our charism to care for the dear 
neighbour led us from Le Puy, France, to the 
United States, and finally here to Toronto. 

For our 170th anniversary, we are celebrating our 
Oneness with God, Creation & Neighbour. 

We acknowledge that Tkaronto has been a home 
to many nations since time immemorial. These 
include the Huron-Wendat and Petun First 
Nations, the Seneca, and the Mississaugas of the 
Credit River. 

In our ongoing journey towards reconciliation, 
we are re-learning the history of this country and 
this land. 

We are committed to redressing the harms done.

Land Acknowledgement
Sister Kristine Fernandes, CSJ



Entrance Procession

Cross Bearer
Sister Mary Anne McCarthy, CSJ

Candle Bearers
Sister Patricia Macaulay, CSJ

Sister Divinia Pedro, CSJ

Lector
Vickie McNally

Portrait, Mother Delphine
Sister Penny McDonald, CSJ

Congregational Leader
Sister Georgette Gregory, CSJ

Presider
Bishop Robert Kasun, CSB
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Gathering Hymn
Canticle of the Sun

4

Refrain

Verses



Greetings
Bishop Robert Kasun, CSB 

Welcome
Sister Georgette Gregory, CSJ
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Composer: Marty Haugen  Text: Georgina Pando-Connolly © 1980, GIA Publications, Inc.



Penitential Rite

Gloria, by John Dawson

Refrain: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we 
give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, O 
God, Almighty Father. 

Refrain: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, You take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us; You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; You 
are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

Refrain: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. 

For you alone are the Holy One; you alone are the Lord. You alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 
of God, the Father. Amen.

Refrain: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. 

Presider
Opening Prayer
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Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading: Wisdom 7: 7-11

Vickie McNally

Therefore I prayed, and understanding was given me; I called upon 
God, and the spirit of wisdom came to me. I preferred her to scepters 
and thrones, and I accounted wealth as nothing in comparison with 
her. Neither did I liken to her any priceless gem, because all gold 
is but a little sand in her sight, and silver will be accounted as clay 
before her. I loved her more than health and beauty, and I chose to 
have her rather than light, because her radiance never ceases. All good 
things came to me along with her, and in her hands uncounted wealth.

The Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 98 Cantor 

Verses
2. The Lord has made 
salvation known, and 
justice revealed to all, 
remembering kindness and 
faithfulness to Israel.

3. All of the ends of 
earth have seen salvation 
by our God. Joyfully 
sing out all you lands, 
break forth in song. 
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1. Sing to the Lord a new 
song, for God has done 
wondrous deeds; whose right 
hand has won the vict’ry for 
us, God’s holy arm.

Composers: David Haas, Marty Haugen   Text: Ronald Krisman
© 1989, 1994, 2012, GIA Publications, Inc.



Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-9
Sister Anne Purcell, CSJ

Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice!
Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
Our God is near. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever 
is admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — think 
about such things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned 
and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will 
be with you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.
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Gospel Acclamation: Psalm 150 Alleluia
Praise the Lord in His Sanctuary

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Praise the Lord in His Sanctuary
and in the firmament of His strength.
Praise Him for His mighty deeds.
Praise Him for His majesty.
Praise Him with the blast of the trumpet.
Praise Him with the lyre and harp.
Praise Him with the timbrel and the dance.
Praise Him with strings and pipes.
Praise Him with sounding cymbals,
Glory to God, Glory to God.
Alleluia.

Gospel
Mark 10:17-31  

Homily
Bishop Robert Kasun, CSB
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Renewal of Vows 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto:

My God, I renew the offering of my entire life 
to you; all that I am, and all that I am capable 
of becoming, for the sake of the Gospel. 
			 
United with Jesus, I desire to share in his life 
and mission of unifying love, for the sake of 
the dear neighbour. 

I express this commitment through the vows 
of chastity, poverty and obedience, in the 
Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Toronto, according to its spirit, charism and 
constitutions.

Presider: 	 I now invite the Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto to stand 
and renew their vows of a covenant of love.

Adorable Trinity, 
Father, Son and Spirit, 

accept this offering 
and make it holy. Amen.
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Vows in Song
Take and Receive

Take and receive, 
Oh Lord my liberty. 

Take all my will, 
My mind, my memory. 

All things I hold 
And all I own are thine 

Thine was the gift 
To thee I all resign.  

Do Thou direct 
and govern all and sway, 

Do what thou wilt 
Command and I obey.

Only thy grace, 
Thy love on me bestow. 

These make me rich, 
All else will I forego.   
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The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell; on the third day He rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic 
Church, the communion of Saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. 

Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful
Sister Annette Lacroix, CSJ
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Liturgy of the Eucharist

Offertory Hymn
Cantor Solo, Schubert’s Ave Maria 

Offertory Procession
 Roses of Remembrance: Sister Trudy Zunti, CSJ

Preface for Consecrated Life

Holy, Holy, Holy

Memorial Acclamation

 Our Father

Lamb of God
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Ministers of the Eucharist
Bishop Robert Kasun, CSB
Sister Mary Sibbald, CSJ 
Sister Susan Davy, CSJ 

 Communion Hymn
Cantor Solo, Jubilate Deo 

Congregational Communion Hymn
Lord, When You Came to the Seashore, by Cesáreo Gabaráin
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Refrain
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Composer: Cesáreo Gabaráin © 1979, 1987, Cesáreo Gabaráin. Published by OCP. 



Thank You Message from 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto

Sister Mary Anne McCarthy, CSJ  

Presider
Solemn Blessing and Dismissal

Recessional Hymn
Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet
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Composer: Natalie Sleeth © 1976, Hinshaw Music, Inc.



Congratulatory
Messages

For our 170th anniversary, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto 
received a number of congratulatory messages from numerous 
parties. These include: the Governor General of Canada, the 
Vatican, the Archbishop of Toronto, the Prime Minister of 
Canada, the Premier of Ontario, and the Mayor of Toronto.

170
years
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From the Governor General of Canada
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From the Vatican



From the Archbishop of Toronto
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From the Prime Minister of Canada



From the Premier of Ontario
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From the Mayor of Toronto



Many Thanks To

 St. Paul’s Basilica
Father Edward Smith, Pastor and Staff

Presider
Bishop Kasun, CSB 

Lectors  

Eucharistic Ministers

Organist
Joseph Angelo 

Cantor
Allison Angelo 

Trumpeter 
Darrin Hicks

Liturgists and Program Design
Sister Ann Delaney, CSJ 

Sister Dorothy Schweitzer, CSJ
Ibrahim Ng 

All copyrighted hymns reprinted with permission under 
One License #921576-S
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